Sir Thomas Browne holds an important place in the 17th century at the parting of two roads in the history of English medical science. Medicine owes him, it is true, no great discoveries. The learned physician, after a course of study embracing all that was to be learnt on the subject of his profession at home and abroad, from books and observation, was content to spend his days in the comparative obscurity of a country practice, and consecrate the tirr e which could be spared from ministrations on the burgesses and poor of Norwich to the pursuit of letters. 
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